











October 15th, Friday, 7:00 PM. Nina Kiriki Hoffman will read and sign her
new hardcover A Red Heart of Memories.

November 6th, Saturday:bWrigley-Cross Books’ 9th Anniversary Party. All
day we will offer a 10% discount off new books, 30% off used books under
$50, and 20% off used books priced $50 and above. Starting at 7PM we will
have a complimentary wine and munchies.

November 19th, Friday, 7:00 PM. Sharan Newman will read and sign the
latest book in the LeVendeur series, The Difficult Saint.

December 1st, Wednesday, 7:00 PM. Charles Seluzicki’s seminar is “Poetry
in Translation.”

December 3rd, Friday, 7:00 PM. Mary Rosenblum, writing as Mary Freeman,
will discuss and sign Deadly Nightshade, the second book in her mystery
series.

January 13th, Thursday, 7:00 PM Paul’s contribution to the seminar series
— “Current British Science Fiction.”
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SO, YOU WANT TO DATE MY BARD?
Provided by Anthony “Skip” Ward

1 got this off one of the Lists I belong to. I thought it was very funny and
got permission from the author to let us publish it in the Pulsar, if you
want to.

RULES FOR DATING MY BARD

I am sure you all know about the "subtext" on Xena: Warrior Princess. On a
list I am a member of, there was published "rules for dating my daughter" by
James MacMillan of Toronto. Well, a Xenite named Jim modified it to "fit" the
proposition that Xena and Gabrielle are "more than friends" but The Powers
That Be ensure Gabrielle keeps going off with guys who always are quickly
killed. These poor "redshirts" keep Gabrielle in the heterosexual category,



without interrupting the important, main relationship between the Bard and
Xena. Enough, on to the Rules!

Rule One: a5

If you pull to the hitching rail in front of the inn and yell, you'd better be
delivering a message, because I'll be giving you an answer.

Rule Two:

You do not touch Gabrielle in front of me. You may glance at her, so long as
you do not peer at anything below her neck. If you cannot keep your eyes or
hands off of my bard's body, I will remove them. The Dangerously Developed
Abs are copyright 1996-9 by ROC and are not to be touched. NB: do not
attempt to marry my bard. It sets off my Post Warlord Stress Disorder.

Rule Three: Y

I am aware that it is considered fashionable for boys of your age to wear their
chitons so short that they appear to be your little brother's t-shirt, and to leave
your leggings at home. Please don't take this as an insult, but you and all of your
friends are complete idiots. Still, I want to be fair and open minded about this
issue, so I propose this compromise: You may come to the door with your chiton
above mid-thigh and your leggings missing, and I will not object. However, in
order to ensure that your clothes do not, in fact, fly up above your waist during
the course of your date with my bard, I will take my healer's suture kit and sew
your chiton securely in place to your inner thighs.

Rule Four:

I'm sure you've been told that in today's world, sex without utilizing a "barrier
method" of some kind can kill you. Let me elaborate, when it comes to sex, I
am the barrier, and I will kill you. I will then burn down your village, kill your
family and inadvertently reduce your cute, little, blonde sister to a violent,
psychotic mess.

Rule Five:

It is usually understood that in order for us to get to know each other, we should
talk about sports, politics, and other issues of the day. Please do not do this. The
only information I require from you is an indication of when you expect to have
my bard safely back at my house, and the only word I need from you on this
subject is "early."

Rule Six:

I have no doubt you are a popular fellow, with many opportunities to date other
bards. This is fine with me as long as it is okay with my bard. Otherwise, once
you have gone out with my bard, you will continue to date no one but her until

she is finished with you. If you make her cry, [ will make you cry.
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- The House Appropriations Committee marked up their NASA

(HUD/V A/Independent Agencies) Appropriations bill with a $900 million dollar
cut (down from a $1.3 billion cut in subcommittee), the majority of it from space
sciences, causing a considerable stir. Advanced space launch work had already
come down $150 million this year from last, largely a reflection of X-33 being
past its funding peak, and was not further reduced. Future-X stayed level at $30
million. Given the massive cuts elsewhere in this version of the funding bill, no
new reductions in advanced space launch is a victory of sorts - it's harder for
them to further cut areas where there's active pressure for an increase. Thanks,
y'all.

We must emphasize that this House NASA appropriation with its large cuts is an
interim result, a side-effect of the tax-cut/budget-caps fight between Congress
and the White House. Chances are that fight will be settled in some sort of
compromise in the next month or so, with a significant part of the NASA cuts
restored and with some room for minor increases in high priority areas. We are
working hard to see that Future-X X-Ops is treated as such a priority - this year.

- The Senate still hasn't started the process on their NASA (HUD/VA)
Appropriation; the sequence would be markup by the Senate Appropriations
Committee's HUD/VA subcommittee, then markup by the full Committee, then
a Senate floor vote. The Senate seems to be holding off to see how things shake
out in the budget-caps/tax-cut fight with the White House. Our guess is that, if a
compromise is reached in the budget fight, the NASA budget fixes will happen
in the Senate HUD/V A Appropriation and the House will then accede to
them in conference. (You self-starters out there, work Senate HUD/VA
appropriators to add $50 million for NASA Future-X X-Ops.)

Once Congress gets back in session, things will start happening fast - stand by
for political action alerts on the Senate HUD/V A markups, on the Defense
Appropriations conference, and on the HUD/VA Appropriations conference.
Meanwhile, a good summer to all of you!

Miscellany
- Rotary Rocket Reprieve

Gary Hudson confirmed the other day that Rotary Rocket has gotten financial
backing from an undisclosed source (space.com implies it's Tom Clancy) at least
through completion of the ATV "Aerial Test Vehicle" flight test program. We
also think we've put two and two together regarding Rotary's plans for engining
the space test version of their Roton reusable launcher with a derivative of
October 14th, Thursday, 7:00 PM. The introductory seminar in the 1999-

2000 series — Book Collecting 101 by Len Lanfranco of Columbia Books.















